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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I S Basis of the report 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 



II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


IS 


VI 




VII 




VIII 





Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of th report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originaiiy filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17).): 
Description, pages: 

1 -26 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-8 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 
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(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novefty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VI. Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

and / or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

1) Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1 US-A-5516448, cited in the application 
D2 EP-A-816485 

D3 US-A-5554587 
D4 US-A-5482646 
D5 GB-A-2304726 
D6 WO-A-95 14766 
D7 US-A-5583098 
D8 DE-A-1 9638599 
D9 US-A-5698510 
D10 WO-A-9325378 

2) The search has been mainly performed in view of what is understood of claim 1 in 
combination with the examples and page 10. 

3) In the description on pages 10-18 at least five general possibilities are mentioned 
in order to get possibly the alleged inventive granules. Said description is quite 
general. At least some of these possibilities are known. 

In case of the suitable processes some documents are disclosed, and it appears 
that the use of the processes disclosed therein result in granules which deprive 
the present claims 1-8 of novelty, see e.g. D1 (examples, claims); the other 
mentioned documents cited on present pages 15-17 of the application also 
deprive claims 1-8 of novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem of the present application is already known, see eg. present page 2, 
D2, D8. Some solutions to said problem are known. Thus there are at least 5 
different groups of inventions, requisite unity of invention (Rule 13.1 PCT) 
therefore would no longer exists inasmuch as a technical relationship involving 
one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features in the sense 
of Rule 13.2 PCT would not exist. 

4) Point VIII, 1) is taken into account. Moreover, the equation in claim 1 is unusual. 
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To summarize it is not clear if the granules in the cited documents are really 
different from the ones in the present claims. It appears that the mentioned 
distribution falls within the distribution mentioned at least on present page 10. It 
also appears that if there is no residue on the washed fabric, see present pages 1 , 
5, the equation of claim 1 is met. 

D2 (pages 2-3 1. 2, examples) describes high bulk density detergent granules 
having a mean particle sizes of 800-1200 microns with a standard deviation of 100 
microns. The granules show good dispension and dissolution. Thus the subject- 
matter of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D1 (examples, claims) describes high bulk density detergent granules having a 
median particle size of e.g. 425 microns with a narrow size distribution. Thus the 
subject-matter of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D3 (example, col.1, 1.6-17) describes high bulk density detergent granules having 
a mean particle size of 591 or 600 microns with a narrow size distribution, the 
granules have more uniform particle size distribution. Thus, the subject-matter of 
claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D8 (examples, page 2,4,10) describes high bulk density detergent granules with a 
listed narrow size distribution. The granules dissove quickly. No residue was 
found on the washed fabric. Thus, the subject-matter of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D9 (example 1 1 , col.1) describes high bulk density detergent granules having a 
mean particle size of 720 with a mentioned size distribution (Tyler sieve). The 
granules have high dissolution rates, even in cold water. Thus, the subject-matter 
of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D10 (pages 4, examples) describes high bulk density detergent granules having a 
mean particle size of 540 microns with a narrow size distribution. Good dispensing 
and dissolution is found. 92-96% of the granules dissolve in 5 minutes. Thus, the 
subject-matter of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D6 (examples, pages 24-28) describes high bulk density detergent granules (low 
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basic Na content) having an average particle size of 570-802 microns comprising 
a low content of fines, 2-9,4%. D6 shows by way of examples that there is no 
insoluble residue on the washed fabrics. Thus, the subject-matter of claims 1-8 is 
not novel. 

D7 (examples) describes high bulk density detergent granules (including citrate) 
having an average particle size above 600 microns with a low amount of fines. It is 
demonstrated by way of examples that there is no residue on the washed fabrics. 
Thus, the subject-matter of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D4 (examples, claims) describes high bulk density detergent granules (coated 
with stearate) having an average particle size of 515 microns. D4 shows by way 
of examples that there is no insoluble residue on the washed fabrics. Thus, the 
subject-matter of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

D5 (examples) describes high bulk density detergent granules (including soil 
release polymer) having an average particle size of 540-650 microns. The 
dissolution rate is high. D5 demonstrates by way of examples that no residue is 
found on the washed fabrics. Thus, the subject-matter of claims 1-8 is not novel. 

For information, there exist even more documents describing particle size and its 
distribution or that no residue is found on the fabric. 

Re Item VI 

Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No 

Patent No Publication date 
(day/month/year) Filing date 

(day/month/year) Priority date (valid claim) 

(day/month/year) 

WO-A-9936503 22.7.99 1 3.01 .98 

WO-A-9936503 (claims, examples) describes the subject-matter of claims 1-8. 
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R Item VII 

1 ) Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the above cited documents are not mentioned in the description, nor 
are these documents identified therein. 

2) A document reflecting the prior art described on page 2 has not been identified in 
the description (Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT). 

Re Item VIII 

1) Claims 1 ,2,5,8 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, in that the matter 
for which protection is sought is not clearly defined: 

The claims attempt to define the subject-matter in terms of the result to be 
achieved which merely amounts to a statement of the underlying problem. The 
technical features necessary for achieving this result must be added (PCT 
Guidelines IV-4.7 and 4.7a). 

The claims do not provide a clear instruction to a skilled person to practice without 
undue burden. 

The term about used in these claims is vague and indefinite and as such renders 
the scope of the claim unclear; accordingly, it has not been deleted (PCT 
Guidelines IV-4.5a). 

Moreover, the unusual parameters in these claims may be used to disguise lack of 
novelty (PCT Guidelines IV-4.7a). 

2) The dissolution problem relates to low dosage or compact products (i.e. high bulk 
density) according to page 1 whereas claim 1 requires at least 440 g/l which figure 
is commonly not regarded as high bulk density (see also e.g. present page 15). 
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To: 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY 
Attn. REED T. & HUGHETT E. 
5299 Spring Grove Avenue Cs\i> 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45217-1087 M 
UNITED STATES OF At ^^J- ^ AJ 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT" 
OR THE DECLARATION 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

7713M/DQ 



International application No. 

PCT/ US 99/22396 



(PCT Rule 44.1) 

/" 



Date of mailing 
(day/month/year) 



28/0 1/2000 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing date 
(day/month/year) 



24/09/ 1999 



Applicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY et al 



1 - I X I Th e applicant is hereby notified that the International Search Report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1 21 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Fascimile No. : (41 -22) 740.1 4.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

2. I | The applicant is hereby notified that no International Search Report will be established and that the declaration under 
' — » Article 1 7(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 

3. \^\ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

□ the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

| | no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application wilt be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 906/s.l and 90ors.3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 1 9 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 







Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 

»^ European Patent Office, P.B. 581 8 Patentlaan 2 
VSft NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 

WJ) Tel. (+31 -70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
— Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officei 


'Balllou 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/1SA/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under article 19. The 
Notes are. based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Instructions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a publication of WIPO. 

In these Notes, -Article", "Rule", and "Section" refer to the provisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions, respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has, after having received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of the 
international application. It should however be emphasized that, since all parts of the international application (claims, 
description and drawings) may be amended during the international preliminary examination procedure, there is usually 
no need to file amendments of the claims under Article 1 9 except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published 
for the purposes of provisional protection or has another reason for amending the claims before international publication. 
Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisional protection is available in some States only. 



What parts of the international application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, ail parts of the intern ationaJ application may be amended under Article 28 
or, where applicable, Article 41. 



When? Within 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 1 6 months from the priority 

date, whichever time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments will be considered 
as having been received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the expiration of the 
applicable time limit but before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication 
(Rule 46.1). 



Where not to file the amendments? 

The amendments may only be filed with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination has been/is filed, see below. 



How? Either by cancelling one or more entire claims, by adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the claims as filed. 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the claims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

All the claims appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a claim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claims is required. In all cases where claims are renumbered, they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made In the language In which the international application is to be published. 



What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be published with the international application and the amended claims. It should not be 
confused with the 'Statement under Article 19(1)" (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1)*), 

The letter must be in English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However, if the language of the 
international application is English, the letter must be in English; if the language of the International application 
is French, the letter must be in French. 
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The letter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
particular, indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international application (it being understood 
that identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped),whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new; 

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 



The following examples illustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained in the 
accompanying letter: 

1 . [Where originally there were 46 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 51]: 
"Claims 1 to 29, 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers; 
claims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new claims 49 to 51 added." 

2. [Where originally there were 1 5 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 11]: 
"Claims 1 to 1 5 replaced by amended claims 1 to 1 1 ." 

3. [Where originally there were 14 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in adding 
new claims]: 

"Claims 1 to 6 and 1 4 unchanged; claims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new claims 15,16 and 1 7 added." or 
"Claims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new claims 1 5, 16 and 1 7 added; all other claims unchanged." 

4. [Where various kinds of amendments are made]: 

"Claims 1-10 unchanged; claims 1 1 to 1 3, 1 8 and 1 9 cancelled; claims 1 4, 1 5 and 1 6 replaced by amended 
claim 14; claim 17 subdivided into amended claims 1 5, 16 and 1 7; new claims 20 and 21 added." 



"Statement under article 19(1)** (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact 
that such amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under 
Article 19(1)). 

The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claims, 
tt must be in the language in which the international application is to be published. 

It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the letter indicating the differences between the claims 
as filed and as amended. It must be filed on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by a heading, 
preferably by using the words "Statement under Article 1 9(1 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim. 



Consequence if a demand for international preliminary examination has already been filed 

If, at the time of tiling any amendments and any accompanying statement, under Article 19, a demand for 
international preliminary examination has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the time of 
filing the amendments (and any statement ) with the International Bureau, also file with the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority a copy of such amendments (and of any statement) and, where required, a 
translation of such amendments for the procedure before that Authority (see Rules 55.3(a) and 62.2, first 
sentence). For further information, see the Notes to the demand form (PCT/1 PEA/401). 



Consequence with regard to translation of the international application for entry Into the national phase 

The applicants attention is drawn to the fact that, upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the 
claims as amended under Article 19 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of, or 
in addition to, the translation of the claims as filed. 

For f urt h er details on th e r equi r emen ts o f each des i g n ated/e l ec t ed Of fi ce, see Vo l u m e tl ol the PCT Applican t 's 

Guide. 
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(PCT Article 1 8 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

7713M/DQ 


FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of InternationaJ Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 

PCT/ US 99/22396 


International filing date (day/ month/year) 

24/09/1999 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

25/09/1998 


Applicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY et al . 





This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 5 sheets. 

| X | It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 




1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was earned out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| ] the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readbfe form. 

| | the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| j the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

2 G5Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3 Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 

5. With regard to the abstract, 

fX"] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 




6 The figure of the drawing* tn ho puhliaheH with the abatrad is Figure No 

| | as suggested by the applicant. [X] None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

I 
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Boxl Observations wh r rtain claims were found uns ar hable (C ntinuation of item 1 f first sheet) 


This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1 . | | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

2. | X | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 

3. [ | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 


B x II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 


This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' ' searchable claims. 

2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any addition aJ fee. 

3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I— > covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 

4. | | No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 




Remark on Protest [ [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

| j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box 1.2 



Present claims 1-8 relate to a product by reference to the following 
parameters: 

PI: the equation of the dispersion rate defined by. certain amounts of 
residual undispersed detergent. 

The use of these parameters in the present context is considered to lead 
to a lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It is 
impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ 
with what is set out in the prior art. The lack of clarity is such as to 
render a meaningful complete search impossible. 

Furthermore, an attempt is made to define the product by reference to a 
result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is 
such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope impossible. 

Consequently the search has been restricted to the parts relating to the 
products mentioned in the description at page 10 and the examples. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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